
Vanishing Pumpkin 
 

Lesson Plan:  Number 2 
Grade Level:  Kindergarten 
Lesson Type:  Music Integration 
 

 

National Standards: 
 
MU:Cr1.1.Ka, MU:Cr1.1.Kb, MU:Cr2.1.Ka, MU:Cr2.1.Kb, MU:Cr3.1.Ka, 
MU:Pr6.1.Ka, MU:Pr6.1.Kb, MU:Re7.1.Ka, MU:Re8.1.Ka 
 
State Standards: 
 
PK-K.M.1, PK-K.M.2a, PK-K.M.6, PK-K.M.7, PK-K.M.8 
 
Creating: 
 
1. I can sing with my peers with a pleasing tone. (2, SR) 
2. I understand improvisation and can demonstrate it. (3, IR) 
3. I can improvise a musical fragment freely on instruments and with my voice. (5, IR) 
4. I can listen to music and explore different movements and instrument sounds and pick 

my favorite. (6) 
5. I can organize musical ideas using a children's story or a given musical form. (7) 
6. I can improve with help from my peers and teacher. (9) 

 
Performing: 
 
7. I can listen for different musical concepts in a song, explore their opposite and 

demonstrate my understanding in an appropriate manner. (2, CR) 
8. I can reflect upon and improve my overall performance with help from my peers and 

direct guidance from my teacher. (4) 
9. I can improvise with expression while singing and playing instruments. (7) 
10. I can perform, informally, for a small audience. (8) 

 
Responding: 
 
11. I can compare two songs or parts of songs and, with direct guidance from my teacher, 

explain which one I like better and why. (1) 
12. I can clap at the end of a performance to show my appreciation. (3) 
13. I can, with guidance from my teacher, listen to a musical selection and talk about 

what I hear, including the different expressive qualities, such as dynamics and tempo. 
(4) 
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Skills: 
 

1. Children will sing in unison with accompaniment. 
2. Children will begin a song with a verbal cue.  
3. Children will keep a steady beat while speaking or singing. 
4. Children will experience 6/8 meter. 
5. Children will experience minor tonality. 
6. Children will experience ensemble playing. 
7. Children will move at different levels. 
8. Children will play a specific rhythm on pitched percussion. 
9. Children will begin to improvise freely. 
10. Children will begin responding to different parts of the music. 

 
Integration: (Literacy) 
 
1. Children will experience story sequence. 
 
Vocabulary: 
 
Loud, Quiet, Rest, Coda, Improvisation, Locomotor Movement, Together Hands, Gentle, 
Tremolo, Conductor 
 
Materials:  Song, Book / Vanishing Pumpkin, Pitched and Non-pitched percussion 
Instruments. 
 
Process: 
 
Song / Non-pitched Percussion: 
 
1. Have children pick a personal spot in the room. 
2. Teacher explains and sings the song to the children. 
3. Teacher plays a beat and has children fly on the beat. 
4. Teacher sings the song while children fly. 
5. Teacher sings the song; children fly and must return to their personal spot at the end 

of the song. 
6. Teacher has children choose non-pitch percussion instruments to play while flying.  

The children may try more than one instrument before making their final favorite 
chose. 

7. Children play instruments while flying.  They play sometimes and can choose when.  
Teacher still sings the song, and at the end of the song, the children must be in their 
personal spot. 

8. Teacher introduces the temple blocks, and demonstrates how to play them.  Children 
are to improvise freely on the temple blocks.  The goal is to play footsteps during the 
entire song.  Teacher demonstrates different ways to play footsteps. 
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9. Teacher repeats #8 with tubano drums. 
10. Teacher tells the children about the story and that their journey begins when they hear 

the words, In fact, they fairly flew.  Therefore, from this point, before the song starts, 
the teacher will say, “In fact, they fairly flew.” 

11. Teacher introduces the gong, and demonstrates how to play.   
12. Teacher sings the song and plays the gong at the correct time, and asks children 

where the gong was played.  (At the end) 
13. Teacher introduces the word “Coda”. 
14. All children should have a turn improvising footsteps either on the temple blocks or 

drum.  Teacher still sings the song, but asks children to start singing along, and 
someone is assigned to play the gong at the end.  The goal is to be on time with the 
gong and tap lightly. 

 
Xylophone Parts: 
 
15. Sing the song and add two claps at the end of every phrase on the rest while saying 

the word, “Pumpkin”.  The rhythm is (de du). 
16. Ask the children how many times the clap happened. (4) 
17. Ask children what is happening in the song when they hear the clap. (Silence) 
18. Teacher introduces the word, “rest”. 
19. Children echo clapping with the word “pumpkin”. 
20. Children add the clap and word in the song with the teacher.  Teacher and students 

sing the song. 
21. Have the children add the clap and word in the song independently.  Do one phase at 

a time or all at once depending on the class. 
22. Transfer to xylophones, metallophones and bass bars.  First, have children use one 

mallet and play either a ‘D’ or an ‘A’.  Next, encourage the children who have two 
mallets to play a ‘D’ and ‘A’ together.  Have them try the different combinations of 
‘D’ and ‘A’ and pick their favorite.  Any child who is not ready can still play one 
note. 

23. Teacher introduces tremolo and has the children play a tremolo on ‘D’ all the way 
through the song. 

24. Have the children play the tremolo loudly.  Ask them what the opposite of loud is and 
have them perform the tremolo that way. 

25. Have the children perform the entire piece, all parts, starting with “In fact, they fairly 
flew.”  Encourage the children to sing independently.  Teacher helps if necessary. 

26. Whenever the children are split in two groups, the group that is listening will respond 
with applause. 
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Final Discussion: 
 
25. Sing the song to the children.  Have them move on the word part and freeze like a 

statue on the “ooo” part.  Switch it around.  Freeze on the word part and move on the 
“ooo part.  Ask the children what is the exactly the same when we compare part one 
and part two.  (Music) 

26. Ask children what part of the entire piece was their favorite. 


