
Mystery Rain 
 

Lesson Plan:  Number 5 
Grade Level:  Grade One 
Lesson Type:  Music Integration 
 
National Standards: 
 
MU:Cr1.1.1a, MU:Cr2.1.1a, MU:Cr2.1.1b, MU:Cr3.1.1a, MU:Pr4.1.1a, MU:Pr4.2.1a, 
MU:Pr4.2.1b, MU:Pr4.3.1a, MU:Pr5.1.1a, MU:Pr5.1.1b, MU:Pr6.1.1a, MU:Pr6.1.1b, 
MU:Re7.1.1a, MU:Re7.2.1a, MU:Re8.1.1a 
 
State Standards: 
 
1-2M.1, 1-2M.2, 1-2M.4, 1-2M.5, 1-2M.6, 1-2M.7 
 
Creating: 
 
1. I can improvise freely and with a sense of steady beat while moving, using 

instruments or with my voice. (1, SB and IR) 
2. I can explore different musical ideas to create new musical sections with my 

classmates and explain my choices. (4, CR) 
3. I can organize musical ideas using a children's story or a musical form that I create. 

(5) 
4. I can improve through personal reflection and with help from my peers and teacher. 

(6) 
 
Performing: 
 
5. I can explain why I like songs I play or hear and what I learned from them. (1) 
6. I can listen for different musical elements respond through singing, moving or other 

means. (2, CR) 
7. I can read and play simple rhythmic patterns within a musical arrangement. (3, SB 

and RR) 
8. I can sing with a pleasing tone and correct posture while demonstrating the song's 

expressive qualities. (4, SR) 
9. I can reflect upon and improve my overall performance with some help from my 

peers and my teacher. (5) 
10. I can reflect upon and improve my musical performance with some help from my 

teacher. (6) 
11. I can sing and play simple pentatonic phrases while reading simple basic standard 

notation. (7, SR or PR) 
12. I can perform music with expression to accomplish a musical goal. (8) 
13. I can perform in a singing or instrumental ensemble for a small audience while 

incorporating dynamics and following a conductor. (9, SR or PR) 
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Responding: 
 
1. I can compare two songs or parts of songs and, with some help from my teacher, 

explain which one I like better and why. (1) 
2. I can recognize different musical elements and explain them using appropriate music 

terms. (2, CR) 
3. I can talk about the different expressive qualities in a musical selection with some 

help from my teacher. (3) 
 
Skills: 
 
1. Children will practice ensemble skills. 
2. Children will practice singing in a group. 
3. Children will experience 4/4 and 6/8 rhythms and meter and sing and play with a 

sense of steady beat. 
4. Children will play pitched and non-pitched percussion instruments with proper 

technique in the context of a piece of music and with guidance from the teacher. 
5. Children are responding to different parts of the story and song and playing an 

instrument at the correct time. 
6. Children are creating part of the arrangement. 
7. Children are beginning to read very simple, basic notation. 
 
Integration: 
 
1. Children will follow a story sequence. 
 
Vocabulary: 
 
Steady Beat, Gentle, Coda, Together Hands, Tempo, Conductor 
 
Materials:  Story, Scarves, Pitched and Non-pitched Percussion. 
 
Process: 
 
Opening Activities for Main Lesson: 
 
1. Rhythm Echo. (W3) 
2. Human Pitch Indicator. (W1) 
 
Main Lesson: 
 
1. Teacher sings the Rain Rain Go Away song to the children without words. 
2. Teacher and students discuss where there is singing and where there is speaking. 
3. Teacher then has the students discover which parts have the same rhythm. 
4. Teacher asks if the melody is the same for the two sections that are sung. 
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5. Teacher teaches the song’s rhythm to the students using rhythmic notation and the 

Gordon rhythmic names, du and du de with the accents. 
6. Teacher adds the notes for the melody in where applicable, and teaches the melody 

using solfège.  
7. Students perform the entire song using solfège and the Gordon rhythmic names. 
8. Teacher has students play the rhythmic part on body percussion. 
9. Transfer to drums. 
10. Teacher teaches the words. 
11. Students perform the song replacing the solfège and Gordon rhythmic names with the 

words. 
12. Repeat step #11 adding in the drums. 
13. Add in the rain stick and thunder tubes. 
14. Have the students play the melody part on the xylophones.  Tell them that So is ‘G’ 

and Mi is ‘E’.  Have them sing it following the notation and then play it. 
15. Have the students come up with a performance form and a coda.  If time does not 

permit, a coda is included in the arrangement. 
16. Have the students perform the entire piece. 
17. Pick students to play the rain while the song is being performed.  (w or w/o scarves) 
18. Introduce the story, Rain Rain Go Away.  Read the story up to “dull and lame” and 

add the song in right after “lame”. 
19. Teacher sings the Mysterious Rain song to the children. 
20. Teacher and students discuss where there is singing and where there is speaking. 
21. Teacher and students sing the song adding the steady beat on body percussion. 
22. Students sing the song with the steady beat. 
23. Transfer the steady beat to xylophones on long ‘C’ and the ‘G’ above it.  Students are 

in two groups.  One group plays and the other sings while playing rain.  Switch. 
24. Teacher has the students raise their hand every time they hear “Mysterious Rain” in 

the song. 
25. Teacher has the students play the words using body percussion. 
26. Student perform the song while playing “Mysterious Rain” on body percussion. 
27. Transfer the body percussion to drums and re-perform. 
28. Add in the rain stick and thunder tubes, have one student play the gong as the coda or 

students can use the coda that they created for Rain Rain Go Away if it fits and re-
perform. 

29. Add the movement and xylophone part back in and re-perform. 
30. Read the rest of the story.  Add Mysterious Rain in after “cozy room” and at the end 

of the story. 
31. Re-read the entire story adding in both songs. 
32. Perform one or both songs for the classroom teacher. 
 
Final Discussion: 
 
33.  Discuss how the songs felt different.  See if the children can tell that Rain Rain Go 

Away was divided in twos and Mysterious Rain was divided in threes. 
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34. Ask the children why the rain stick and thunder tubes were used and how they added 

to the songs. 
35. Ask the children which song they liked best and why? 
36. Ask the children if the song was in Major and why? 
37. Ask the children why the accents were added in Rain Rain Go Away? 
38. Ask the children if the tempo in both songs was fast or slow. 

 


